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PREFACE

The text of the kavya, “Dasagriva Badha”
( Mahakavyam ) 18 based on two manuscripts
preserved 1n the Orssa State Musfum at
Bhubaneswar In 1954, Sr1  Kedara Natha
Mahapatra, Curator of the Orissa State Mus€um,
attempted to throw a flood of light on this forgotten
poet of Orissa ( vide, the Orissa Historical Research
Journal, Vol 3, No 1 PP 35-39). The Orissa
Sahitya Akadem: has now  undertaken the
publication of this Kavya, because publication of
mmportant works of this nature is one of the
objectives that are being gradually materialised by
the Akadem:

Sr1 KN Mahapatra, in his article referred to
above has adduced arguments to show that the
three poets of Orissa, having the same name, viz
Markandeya and belonging to the same century
were not really different from one another as they
are generally believed to be After an elaborate
discussion on the 1ssue of the identity of the poets,
Sr1 Mahapatra has concluded thus—“I am tempted
to 1dentify Markandeya, author of Dasagriva Badha
Mabakavyam  with his namesake, who wrote
‘Prakrita Sarvaswa’ X X X X From the history
of Oriya literature, 1t 13 known that there lived a
famous poet named Markandeya who composed
X X X X the ‘Kesava Koir’ X X X X So
Markandeya X X X X becomes a contemporary
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of the two sansknt poets of the same name
X X X X Thus 1t can be concluded that the
three great poets, bearing the same name and
flourishing 1 the same Brahmin willage near Pun
in the same century may be taken to be identical ”

Sr1  Mahapatra frankly admits that his
conclusion 1s only lentative and may change with
the discovery of fresh materials It 1s needless to
observe, that this 1s a fairly correct view that
may be maintained with regard to the identity of
the three poets despite the fact that the author of
the Kesava kotl11s generally accepted to be Markanda
Dasa and not Markandeya Misra But in the conclu-
ding stanza of the koili the poet calls himself
simply Markanda’ and not Markanda Dasa

The poet of the Dasagriva Badh Mahakavyam
has presented a brief account of his genealogy and
of his 1llustrious patron, the then emperor of Orissa
mn the panegyric stanzas of the last canto—the

last three slokas in particular, two of which are
quoted below

WTEag GUAvEYT  wfre-aone-aega-
AT ot geaar el Ay it )
smatare fgareaer B g waq F@Ew:
shat wge 37 safima) My feraan
siey gENITAE aad SIMIES
Figrafves 1Ay agadt ArawR arEfq |
AT AFSIT GITAAELRT T gAY
ApvsasfIEiagadia F1sd g¥. Sad |
From this account 1t 1s clear that Markandeya
was the son of Mangala Deva who belonged to the
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Kasyapa gotra and was a contemporary of
Prataparudra Deva (1497-1533 ) who was not
merely a patron of literature and connoisseur of
art but also an erudite scholar in several branches
of sanskritic studies The poet calls himself
“ Markandeya Misra ’ 1 the first six cantos of
Dasagriva Badha, Markandeya Deva 1n the
next thirteen cantos and simply Markandeya’ in
the last, 1e the 20th canto.

It 18 popularly belhieved that the emperor
Purushottama > her of Prataprudra Deva
was the author of many works n sanskrit It 1
stated 1 the ‘“Abhinava Venisamhara Natakam?’’
( which has not been published so far) that
Purushottama Deva was the author of four
other works 1ncluding “Dasagriva Badha”,
In wview of the fact, now brought to hght
on the evidence of materials historically
acceptable, that many other works in sanskrnt,
really written by different scholars and poets were
claxmed by Purushottama Deva as his own creations,
it may be reasonably held that the Dasagriva
Badha Mahakavyam, though really composed by
Markandeya was claimed by the emperor for
reasons that need no explanation So 1t may be
surmised that the Kavya entitled ‘‘Dasagriva
Badha™™ and referred to in the ‘Abhinava Venisam-
hara Natakam’ was not in any way different from
this Dasagriva Badha composed by Kaviraja-

Chakra-Chakravart1 arkandeya Deva, alias

Markandeya Misra.
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Without fear of contradiction 1t may be said
that the emperors of the Solar dynasty in Orissa
were the counterparts of the Guptas in Indian
history, particularly inrespect of sanskrit literature
The centuries succeeding the construction of the
world-famous temple of Konarka were remarkable
for cultural regeneration and literary renaissance in
Orissa This 18 equally true of Kavyas written m
sanskrit as 1t was of poetical compositions m the
Oriya language Under the illustrious patronage of
the emperors of Orssa, Sansknt pundits set
themselves resolutely to the admirable task of
composing poems and writing Kavyas in Sanskirt,
closely following the foot prints of their renowned
predecessors like Kalidas and Sriharsa Thus the
Dasagriva Badha Mahakavya, the Bharatamrita
Mahakavya ( by Kavichandra—raya Divakara
Misra ) and the Bhakti Bhagavata Mahakavya
( by Kav1 Dindima Jivadevacharya ) came to be
written on the stories of the Ramayana, the
Mahabharata and the Bhagavata respectively It 1s
needless to observe that these Kavyas in sanskrit
exerted tremendous influence on contemporary
Oriya literature which was enriched with a variety
of poetical compositions by Oriya poets.

The poet has, in the traditional way, expressed
the view—not exactly 1n a spinit of profound
self-abnegation, that though his Kavya 1s destitute
of poetic excellence, still 1t will be appreciated by
wise men because 1t deals with the story of
Ramachandra Rupagoswami, the celebrated author
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of “Vidagdha Madhava” has stated i a smlar
strain that though his work (1e Vidagdha
Madhava Natakam ) 13 devoid of poetic beauty in
respects of metrical melody and sublimity of
conceptions expressed through the choicest of words,
still wise men will' not hesitate to recognise 1t as an
excellent piece of literature, because the story of
Har1 has been the theme of his play. Thus when
Rupagoswam1 says—

aatsfaT gvgd agfy shyar mifefear
g8 arErdsEl  agiy gfiwegig garon |

AT AATH WA AL GTE>T
gal. sisar Sdfy afea ggt 7 fafa

(%)
Markandeya Submts t
srarg N, seatidadts aQeateatiT agam |
MTATTE I S-GTHT afzeereagitaa |

(218)

But what 1s more interesting 1s the poet’s self-
complacency as regards the emotional value of his
Kavya Unlike Kalidas who has humbly stated mn
the Raghuvamsa,

Isrgnjrmi T FgamIfaaaIsty a9 )
O FOAWRT TSI TTET I (
28)
the author of “Dasagriva Badha” has said
with great confidence that—

fargfeq wm s=afus o=

Aame  gifag afasd |
GHSIATAST frafaaifae

f& & e

(%)
like Sriharsha, who boldly asserts himself in
his estimation of his own Kavya thus—
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TYT JAREAT, IRy Tt
FATTOTAT:FOET AT Fad |
agfeegmangafs gdtgr gl
Reereat A &g TE gRIAETAT Ul
(RU%%0)

Markandeya seems to be a devotee to Sri
Rama as can be clearly deduced from one of the
slokas of the 1st canto as also from the delineation
of the character of Sr1 Rama in the whole Kavya
But 1in his attempt to sing the glories of Sr1 Rama
he has not been able to raise himself to the heights
of devotional 1nspiration and emotional intensity as
18 seen :n  Anargha Raghava of Murar1 Kavi, where
the poet has tried to justify his selection of the
theme thus—

afy goi @Rl weft oo =fid
oA afgsefy gacean safy & |
SHTHATH JAEILIN TIH-TRAT AFT
TRIATERT FUGIHRAfT  waT 1l
(2g)

But Markandeya has siumply stated, unhke
Murar1 Kavi, thus

TIgaE WEed fEw A FeTaes A |
FEAFIANTAUTAR F9S FAIAT @Iafed O |
(y)

A critical analysis of the Kavya shows that
the poet has attempted to present the whole story
of the Ramayana ending with the coronation
ceremony of Ramachandra after the death of
Ravana The divine qualities of Ramachandra have
not been described so clearly and so graphically as
his human qualities and 1t 18 needless to emphasise
that they are essential not only for the popular
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appreciation of the Kavya but also for character-
building among the readers It will not perhaps be
proper to compare Markandeya with Kalhdas in
pomnts of simplicity of language and display of
emotions But there are instances of slokas i ‘Dasa-
griva Badha’ which remind the reader of the beauty
of Kalidasa’s facile expressions in his ‘Raghuvamsa’
The 10th canto describes the exile of Rama chandra
due to the evil contrivances of Kaikeyr The
commotion that the news of Rama’s exile created
among the people and the pathetic scene that
followed have been described by the poet in the
most emotional language that penetrates imnto the
very depths of human heart One cannot resist the
temptation to quote here a {ew slokas describing

the feelings of multitudes of men who shed tears on
hearing the sad news—

Aty gyt qaat arefyamEduat |
sgery  FAIfNT T sudA-gaarg g3eafa
T4 (OAAGUES Hg  asdl  SAABegAregel |
agflandt «  gfiwssasgE-fadq Wl Ul
AA-BEATGHEROT SO ¥ gy amQfEar|
fafdq smevealey agafy) =4 wfsafau
wfiti @e a1 fsa@ 1y w1z g0 @EiEd |
g @r  qftarefasa®  swwET-@E. REEd
& 991 FAIIE-ITEAT ® QO T fude-wwe |
wifr 371 F4 @A wowAf T IR
SqEET  WPATgd 99 GIACgIIITATER |
ST | I | ATA . FEOT |, FING I T AT U
wgSgaRg  weafy  gawenafy  dg wgfa |

FRa g8 wimafs  gagdifies aerq'ma(ra 1 )
o ®
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This Kavya abounds in happy poetic imagina-
tions, sublime philosophical conceptions and
appropriate figures of speech which may be com-
pared with similar compositions of outstanding
mer1t 1n sanskrit literature The two slokas that are
quoted below bear testimony not only to, the poet’s
proficiency 1n sanskrit poetics bub also to his skill
1n the use of figures of speech, conducive to deeper

emotional experience

FFAT T §I9 7@ 9 Agd - gaa-fA7 - =wgag )
augarg FFAT faargl atfar afeafieg woeeg )
(R1%¢)
¥g@ @igw g Uud femsfy fadw famwufad )
fasftaoi gegfidla o geg faoafy  wgmsgs.
(Ro127)

In conclusion, 1t may be said that this Kavya,
written in the most simple language and elegant
style and based on the story of the Ramayana will
find a place among similar Kavyas i sanskrit
Iiterature and will also furnish materials for the
history of sanskrit literature 1n respect of Orissa’s
contribution to sanskritic culture and the evolution
of the cult of Rama

Gouri Kumar Brahma

Secretary
Orissa Sahitya Akadenu
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